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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) ±2± is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 30 November 2005 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first office action in response to the preliminary amendment filed on 1 1/30/2005. 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to because solid black shading is not permitted. See 

37CFR 1.84 (m). Appropriate correction is required. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing 
on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure 
or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
Claim Objections 

2. Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

3. The recitation "corn-pressed" is presumed to be -compressed- for proper clarity. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the gas stream" in lines 12-13. It is unclear if this 
recitation "the gas stream" is referring back to "the gas flow stream" in line 4 or to "the gas 
stream" in line 1 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

7. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the stream" in line 13. It is unclear if this recitation "the 
stream" is referring back to "the gas flow stream" in line 4 or to "the gas stream" in line 1 1 . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

8. Regarding claim 6, the phrase "can" in line 3 renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are in fact performed by the invention, and 
are part of the invention or if such recitation "can" is just a possible result that may or may not 
happen. Appropriate correction is required. 

9. Regarding claim 6, the phrase "possibly" in line 3 renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are in fact performed by the invention, 
and are part of the invention or if such recitation is just a possible result that may or may not 
happen. Appropriate correction is required. 

10. Claim 8 recites the limitation "the inlet guide vanes" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 
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11. Regarding claim 8, the phrase "may" in line 4 renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are in fact performed by the invention, and 
are part of the invention or if such recitation is just a possible result that may or may not happen. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

12. Claim 17 recites the limitation "the lead guide vane" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

13. Claim 17 recites the limitation "the axle's rotational speed" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

14. Claim 18 recites the limitation "the second gas turbine group's transmission" in line 3. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

15. Claims 1-21 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

With respect to claim 1, the following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: the prior art of record neither discloses nor makes obvious the combination set forth 
in the independent claims, and especially does not show "a second gas turbine group, including a 
combustion device, which is placed in the gas flow stream between the first group's compressor 
and turbine, a first flow of water and/or steam is heated with heat from the flue gas from the first 
group's turbine, further amounts of water and/or steam are heated with heat from a gas stream 
that is compressed by the first group's compressor, and the produced water and/or steam is 
injected into the gas flow stream in such amounts that at least 60% of the oxygen content of the 
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air in the gas flow stream is consumed through combustion in the combustion device, and in that 
the combustion gas that is fed into the turbine of the second gas turbine group has a pressure in 
the range 50-300 bar", in combination with the other claim limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Rodriguez whose telephone number is 571-272-4831. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Cuff can be reached on 571-272-6778. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/William H. Rodriguez/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3741 



